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stand well his doctrine: and to become perfect we must imitate his example.
By this he instructs us in his very nativity, beginning first to practise, then
to preach.1 Hence the manger was his first pulpit, and in it he teaches
us the cure of our spiritual maladies. He is come such as the holy prophets
had desired and foretold, such as our miseries required, our true Physician
and Saviour. He wanted not on earth honours or sceptres; he came not
to taste of our vanities: riches and glory he abounded with. He came
among us to seek our miseries, our poverty, our humiliation, to repair the
injuries our pride had offered to the Godhead, and to apply a remedy to
our souls. Therefore he chose not a palace or a great city; but a poor
mother, a little town, a stable. He who adorns the world and clothes the
lilies of the fields beyond the majesty of Solomon in his glory, is wrapped
up in rags and laid in a manger. And this he chose to be the great sign
of his appearance. " And this shall be a sign to you,'1 said the angel to
the shepherds, " you shall find the child wrapped in swaddling-clothes,
and laid in a manger.'' Are then rags and a manger the wonderful sign of
our God appearing on earth? Are these the works of the great Messiah,
of whom the prophets spoke so glorious things ? This it was that scandalized
the Jews in his birth. " Take from us those clouts and that manger," said
Marcion, unjustly prepossessed against the humility of such an appearance.
But this is a sign which God himself hath chosen and set up for his standard;
a sign to be the contradiction to our pride, covetousness, and sensuality.
And do not we wonder at the stupendous virtue and efficacy of this sign,
so shocking to the senses and passions, when we see how it drefer to it the
little and great, the magians and the shepherds, who knew their Saviour
by it, and returned glorifying God? How many have enrolled themselves
under the same standard!

Christ set up this mark for us: it is our powerful instruction. " The
grace of God the Saviour hath appeared to all men, instructing us," says
the apostle.2 All men, the rich and the poor, the great and the small,
all who desire to have a share in his grace, or in his kingdom. And what
breast can be so stony as not to be softened at this example? Our inveterate
diseases seemed almost unconquerable* But Christ is come, the omnipotent
Physician, to apply a remedy to them. Our disorders flow from three
sources. " All that is in the world, is the concupiscence of the flesh, aad
the concupiscence of eyes, and the pride of life/'3 What is concupiscence
of the flesh but the inordinate inclination to gratify the senses? Christ, to
encourage us to renounce this love of sensual pleasures, and to satisfy his
justice by his own sufferings for our offences in this way, begins to suffer
as soon as he begins to live. At his very birth he exposes his delicate
body to the inclemency of the severest season of the year, to the hard
boards of the manger for a cradle, to hunger, and to a privation of the
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